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eludes four unusual Asia Minor types of 
the fourteenth to the sixteenth century, 
one of which belongs to the group of the 
so-called dragon rugs. The other rug 
lent by Mr. Davis is one of the very 
rare garden carpets, as they are called, 
and, although a Persian production dat- 
ing from the eighteenth century, prob- 
ably imitates the Sussanian type of rug, 
such as the one described as belonging to 
Chosroes I. Dr. Ross and General Ives 
lent some very beautiful Polish carpets 
of the early seventeenth century. The 
remarkable Polonaise lent by Mr. P. A. 
B. Widener has an unusual interest, as 
it is one of the largest of that type in 
existence. The Indian hunting rug lent 
by Mr. Widener is also of unusual size. 
From this same collection is a fine Herat 
carpet of the seventeenth century. Mr. 
Altman's loan includes a Polonaise of 
jewel-like brilliancy, a fine so-called 
Ispahan carpet, a Persian prayer rug 
with inscriptions from the Koran, dating 
from the end of the sixteenth century, 
and a silk rug of Persian manufacture of 
the middle of the sixteenth century, of 
beautiful texture and splendid in its de- 
sign of arabesque and floral motives, 
some of the flowers being in silver. A 
large fragment from an Indian rug of 
the seventeenth century, also lent by Mr. 
Altman, is technically one of the most 
extraordinary rugs known, as it is woven 
with seven hundred and two knots to the 



square inch, a closeness of weaving most 
unusual. 

"Another fine example of this interest- 
ing class of Indian rugs is the Hunting 
rug lent by the Boston Museum of Fine 
Arts. A sixteenth century Persian rug 
is lent by Mrs. Pratt and a large rug 
decorated with animal and floral motives 
that has been lent by Mr. George F. 
Baker is an exceptionally beautiful ex- 
ample of this class of rugs. 

"Two of the rugs of the Ispahan type 
lent by the Hon. W. A. Clark are es- 
pecially important; one with silver 
threads interwoven is most unusual, as 
there is said to be only one other similar 
to it in existence, namely, that owned by 
the Comtesse de Beam, Paris. A second 
Ispahan, very large and with an uncom- 
mon pattern, is a remarkable example of 
sixteenth-century manufacture. A round 
'Damascus' rug of this same century 
is probably unique. Mr. Clark's loan 
also includes two beautiful silk rugs, one 
of which is a Polonaise/' 

An illustrated catalogue of the exhi- 
bition has been issued which serves not 
only its initial purpose, but as a hand- 
book on early Oriental rugs. This cata- 
logue was compiled and written by Mr. 
Wilhelm R. Valentiner, Curator of Dec- 
orative Arts, under whose direction the 
exhibition was assembled and arranged 
and to whom its success is due. 



A NOTABLE WORK IN SCULPTURE 

"AMERICA," BY CHARLES KECK 



MANY monuments in honor of the 
soldiers and sailors who fought in 
the Civil War have been erected in 
American cities. One of the latest and 
most imposing of these is the Allegheny 
County Memorial in Pittsburgh which 
was dedicated in October. This is a 
building, designed by Messrs. Palmer 



and Hornbostel, which provides in its 
plan for an enormous auditorium sur- 
rounded by a memorial corridor and sur- 
mounted b}' a large banquet hall. The 
style is classic, the lines simple with 
broad surfaces held in mass. The only 
sculptural adornment is the figure typi- 
fying America which is reproduced on 




CHARLES KECK 



this page. This figure, which is in 
bronze, is by Charles Keck, and has 
been placed directly above the main en- 
trance. In order to manifest the youth and 
strength of the Nation the sculptor por- 
trayed "America" as a young and vigor- 
ous woman. Her quiet and alert atti- 
tude with the sword in her hands and 
shield at her side indicate that she is 
peaceful though prepared to defend her- 



self. "I have tried," Mr. Keck said, "to 
represent strength and aggressiveness, 
and to preserve a quiet dignity through- 
out the whole." The statue has, without 
question, a certain classic beauty and is 
in excellent accord with the architecture 
of the building. It seems essential to 
effect and to completely fulfill require- 
ment. Of but little architectural sculp- 
ture can this be said. 
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